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Ed Gurka, Consulting Arborist Services
Member, American Society of Consulting Arborists
Certified Arborist, Infernational Society of
Arboriculture, Western Chapter, # 0418

QOctober 16, 2011

ASSIGNMENT:

I received a request from Mary Casey to provide information on a Locust tree located just above the stairway
entrance to her home at 53 Glen Drive, Sausalito, CA. One of the main limbs is over the stairway and appears to
have moved lower over the stairway. This report will provide information on the arboricultural method of
compensating for the movement.

OBSERVATIONS and DISCUSSIONS:

I met with Mrs. Casey at 53 Glen Drive on October 7, 2011, to collect information and assess the tree's
condition. - The tree is described as a Gleditsia tricanthos, Moraine Locust, of special significance because itis a
thornless and fiuitless variety of the Locust family. The tree tolerates a wide variety of soils, temperatures, is wind
resistant, and relatively pest and disease free. The tree’s canopy structure is four stems with a Circumference at
Breast Height, (CBH) of 5.1, 5.9, 5.2 and 5.5 feet. The combined CBH is 21.6 feet.. This tree is designated as a
“Dedicated Tree “ of special significance by the Sausalito Women’s Club and Sausalite City Council; Ordinance
1114, 11.12.020 DEFINITIONS, Dedicated Tree: A tree that has special significance as provided for by resolution
of the City Council. = e ey -

The limb with a 5.5-foot CBH that
extends over the stairway 1o 53 Glen
Drive is leaning at a 28 degree angle. In
comparison, the other limbs are leaning
at 210 degres angle. ~Gleditsia trees
have 2 spreading canopy structure, and
therefore, & slight lean is expected.

The Iirnb with the 28 degree lean is
partially obstructing passage along the
stairway leading to and from ‘the
residence. A visual inspection of the
stemr did not reveal open decay cavities.
A basic sounding test was performed to ]
a section of the limb to determine if 1 |
internal decay could contribute to the
lean. Hollow tones were noted at breast
height levels, and internal wood decay £
is suspected on the stenr area k
approximately 4.5 feet above the stem’s |
base. Based on the sounding tests the | . .
decay area does not appear to be extensive or consume a great deal of trunk area. Sounding fests were performed
only to the lower portion of the leaning stem.




Arborist Report, Dedicated Locust tree, Public Right of Way, 53 Glen Drive, Sausalito California.
Prepared by, Ed Gurka, Independent Services, San Rafael, California

RECOMMENDATIONS:

This Locust tree provides considerable benefits to the property. They are privacy, shading, and a wind break
for the front yard. Its attributes are foliage that is light green in the summer and turning yellow in the fall. This
mature Locust species has special attributes that were considerations for a “Dedicated Tree” status by special
proclamation of the Sausalito City Council. Therefore the focus and appropriate action are for risk reduction of the
leaning stem. Corrective measures are possible for its management as opposed to a removal. They are as follows:

To reduce excessive leveraged weight on the leaning stem of the Locust tree, pruning operation shall be
performed before cabling installation. Work shall be completed by workers skilled and knowledgeable in pruning
weight reduction, and cabling methods. :

¢ A reduction of over-extended scaffold limbs requires end reduction pruning cuts to reduce the excessive
leverage at limb attachment points and weight reduction on the leaning main stem. Scaffold limbs shall be
reduced selectively by 25 percent where possible and cuts made to side branches that can assume future
growth.

e Where similar  diameter |
scaffold limbs are extending
distally' and in parallel 1o one
atiother  the  redundant limb
shall be considered for
removal. The  remaining
scaffold limbs shall be pruned
for end reduction. These two
requirements are
recommended to . reduce
weight on the leaning stem.

o The removal of any dead
limbs greater than 1 inch shall
be performed to the entire
Locust tree canapy.

o ANST A4-300 (Part 1) - for
Tree Care Operations —
Tree, Shrub and Other Woody
Plant Management — Standard
Practices (Pruning) and the
Best Management Practices
Tree Pruning, the companion

e To brace and anchor the leaning limb following the pruning operation, cabling the leaning stem to the tree’s
other stems is recommended fo increase stability of the leaning stem. The ANSI A-300 for Tree Care
Operations, —Tree, Shrub, and Other Woody Plant Maintenance, Standard Practices, (Support Systems a.
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Arborist Report, Dedicated Locust tree, Public Right of Way, 33 Glen Drive, Sausaiito California.
Prepared by, Ed Gurka, Independent Services, San Rafael, California

Cabling, Bracing, and Guying) are recommended for this cabling and bracing operation. Page 24, a.
Direct, Direct cabling consisting of a single cable between two trees parts, e.g. two stems, is the section of
the publication that applies for the work.

SUMMARY:

Based on the recommended pruning and cabling standards discussed in this report, the result will be improved
conditions of the leaning stem over the walkway to the 53 Glen Drive residence. The recommendations presented
in this report are intended to preserve this “Dedicated Tree” designated by the Sausalito City Council. In addition
to the recommended work of pruning and cabling, moniforing the tree by a Certified Arborist is necessary to
document progress and the effect of the recommended work to the Locust free. Annual inspection is recommended,
and if warranted, the time span of inspection can be increased if the tree is stable.

Contact Information:
Ed Gurka

Independent Services

197 Coleman Drive

San Rafael, CA. 94901
Mobile: 415 601-5337
Email: Egurkal@aolcom

Affiliations and Licenses:

International Society of Arboriculture, Certified Arborist # 418, 1984 to present.

American Society of Consulting Arborists, Member, 2000 to present.

California Department of Pesticide Regulation, Pest Control Advisor PCA 74846, 1989 1o present.
City of Sausalito, Municipal Arborist, 1989-2004 :

Independent Consulting Arborist Services, 2004-present
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